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DEPARTMENT EOR AF FOR MOOSE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS CD US GW 

SUBJECT: MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO CHAD 

REFS: (A) BONN 19942; (B) STATE 167607 

SUMMARY. THE ERG IS CONSIDERING GRANTING DM 4-5 MILLION 
IN COMMODITY AID TO CHAD AS ITS CONTRIBUTION TO 
WESTERN ASSISTANCE EEEORT. END SUMMARY. 

1 . ACCORDING TO THE CHAD DESK OEEICER, EOREIGN MINISTER 
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GENSCHER HAS BEEORE HIM A PROPOSAL TO GRANT DM 4-5 
MILLION IN COMMODITY AID TO CHAD. THIS, GIVEN POLICY 
AGAINST PROVIDING MILITARY AID, IS PELT TO BE THE MOST 
APPROPRIATE ASSISTANCE TO CHAD AT THIS TIME. 

2. ORDINARILY, GENSCHER'S APPROVAL OP SUCH A REQUEST 
WOULD BE SUPPICIENT FOR ACTION TO BE 
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TAKEN. MINISTRY OF FINANCE POLICY, HOWEVER, PROHIBITS 
THE EXTENSION OF NEW AID, EVEN IN AN EMERGENCY, TO A 
COUNTRY CURRENTLY IN ARREARS IN ITS PAYMENTS ON DEBTS 
TO THE ERG. CHAD OWES APPROXIMATELY DM 1.5 MILLION. 

OUR FONOFF CONTACT SPECULATED, HOWEVER, THAT GENSCHER 
AND MINISTER OF FINANCE APEL WILL REACH A POLITICAL 
SOLUTION TO THE DILEMMA AND THAT AID TO CHAD WILL NOT 
BE BLOCKED ON THIS TECHNICALITY. 

3. COMMENT: AS STATED IN REF (A), THE FRG LOOKS TO ITS 
EUROPEAN PARTNERS AND THE US TO PROVIDE THE MILITARY AID 
IT CANNOT. THE FRG'S CONTRIBUTION MUST BE VIEWED IN 

THIS LIGHT. 

4. THE DESK OFFICER WHO PROVIDED THE ABOVE INFORMATION 
WAS AWARE OF THE APPROACH MADE TO GENSCHER BY AMBASSADOR 
YOUNG AND AMBASSADOR STOESSEL AND OF THE NON-PAPER LEFT 
WITH GENSCHER. THE INFORMATION SHE PROVIDED ON 
COMMODITY AID WAS IN PARTIAL RESPONSE TO OUR REQUEST 

FOR VIEWS OF THE GERMAN GOVERNMENT ON ASSISTANCE TO 
CHAD, ALTHOUGH IT DOES NOT ADDRESS THE 
QUESTION OF HOW THE EFFORTS OF CONCERNED GOVERNMENTS 
COULD BEST BE COORDINATED. IN THE ABSENCE OF MANY 
SENIOR OFFICERS ON VACATION, WE DOUBT THAT THE GERMANS 
HAVE FOCUSED AS YET ON THAT ASPECT OF OUR APPROACH. 

WE WILL ENDEAVOR TO FOLLOW UP WITH THE FRG IN THE 
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NEAR FUTURE, BUT BEFORE DOING SO WOULD APPRECIATE 
A CURRENT INDICATION OF THE DEPARTMENT'S OWN THINKING - 


PARTICULARLY IN THE LIGHT OF INDICATIONS FROM EMBASSY 
PARIS THAT OUR INITIAL IDEA FOR A MEETING 
OF "FRIENDS OF CHAD ' UNDER FRENCH AUSPICES MAY NOT 
PROVE FEASIBLE. 

STOESSEL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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